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UPMC to construct specialty hospitals 


Health system will 
invest $2 billion, build 
near 3 existing facilities 


By Kris B. Mamula 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Health system giant UPMC said 
on Friday that it will spend $2 bil- 
lion to build three specialty hospi- 
tals, bringing to $3 billion the total 
sum earmarked for new health 
care expenditures in Western 
Pennsylvania over the next five 
years. 

The new hospitals will be built 
near existing UPMC hospital cam- 
puses: UPMC Vision and Rehabili- 
tation Hospital, a 300,000-square- 
foot facility, will be built near 
UPMC Mercy in the city’s Uptown 
section; UPMC Heart and Trans- 
plant Hospital at UPMC Presbyte- 
rian, a 15-story, 620-bed facility, 
will be built in Oakland; and 
UPMC Hillman Cancer Hospital at 
UPMC Shadyside, a 240,000-square- 
foot patient tower and 160,000- 
square-foot outpatient center, will 
be built near the system’s 
Shadyside Hospital. 

By repurposing existing rooms 
for offices and other uses, the Pitts- 
burgh health system said its con- 
struction plans will not increase 
the number of inpatient hospital 
beds in a region that already has 
too many beds. 

Perhaps more remarkable, 
UPMC president and CEO Jeffrey 
Romoff said the health system, al- 
ready undergoing a period of rapid 
expansion, would double in size in 
five years as a result of the building 
boom. 

“Working in partnership with 
the University of Pittsburgh 
Schools of the Health Sciences, we 
will radically change health care as 
we know it to provide personalized, 
effective and compassionate care,” 
Mr. Romoff said in a prepared 
statement. 

At a news conference at its 
Shadyside hospital where the 
building plans were unveiled, Mr. 
Romoff said UPMC would change 
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UPMC president and CEO Jeffrey Romoff speaks to reporters after UPMC announced a $2 billion initiative to build 


three specialty hospitals in Pittsburgh. 


medicine in the way online retailer 
Amazon upended the way consum- 
ers buy goods, saying, “UPMC 
seeks to be the Amazon of health 
care.” 

The announcement caps a year 
of unprecedented growth for the 
Pittsburgh-based system, which 
has included acquiring a dozen 
hospitals across Pennsylvania. 
UPMC, Pennsylvania’s biggest em- 
ployer with 80,000 employees, now 
operates 39 hospitals overall. 

UPMC’s hospital construction 
plans could also be the capstone in 
the long career of Mr. Romoff, who 
will turn 72 this month. Mr. Romoff 
began his career at UPMC in 1973 
at Western Psychiatric Institute 
and Clinic in Oakland. 

UPMC’s new hospitals were 
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Leslie Davis, UPMC senior vice president and chief operating officer of its 
health services division, announces the specialty hospitals initiative. 


New hospitals to use futuristic technology for patient care, research 


By David Templeton 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


In the short-lived television se- 
ries “Pure Genius,” a modern hos- 
pital uses futuristic technology, 
quick research and lots of creativ- 
ity to save lives against all odds. 


Steven D. Shapiro said he was a fan 
of the show before it was canceled. 
But Dr. Shapiro, the UPMC exec- 
utive vice president and chief medi- 
caland scientific officer, said Friday 
that it provided a glimpse of where 
UPMC is headed with plans to build 
three high-tech, patient-centered 


specialty hospitals — UPMC Heart 
and Transplant Hospital at UPMC 
Presbyterian, UPMC Vision and Re- 
habilitation Hospital at UPMC 
Mercy, and UPMC Hillman Cancer 
Hospital at UPMC Shadyside. 
Designing the hospitals is just 
beginning, but each will have re- 


search centers full of modern labo- 
ratories and the best technology, 
factors expected to attract even 
more top-flight researchers to 
Pittsburgh. New technology also 
can enhance efforts to provide 
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[rump 
begins 
trip to 
5 Asian 
nations 


N. Korea tensions 
serve as backdro 


By Jaweed Kaleem 
Los Angeles Times 


HONOLULU — President 
Donald Trump arrived Friday 
afternoon in Hawaii, landing at 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor- 
Hickam ahead of a nearly two- 
week trip to five Asian nations 
focusing on trade and security. 

Mr. Trump, who is visiting 
the state for the first time since 
his inauguration, was greeted 
by Gov. David Ige before start- 
ing a one-night stay in Honolulu 
that includes visits to military 
officials at Pacific Command, a 
tour of Pearl Harbor and a 
wreath ceremony at the Ari- 
zona memorial. First lady Mela- 
nia Trump is joining the presi- 
dent during his travels. 

A small number of Mr. 
Trump’s supporters and many 
anti-Trump protesters are ex- 
pected to demonstrate on the 
streets as he makes his way to 
sites around the city before 
sleeping at the Ritz-Carlton ho- 
tel in tourist-heavy Waikiki. 

A coalition of civil rights 
groups planned to protest the 
president Friday in front of the 
state Capitol, and another anti- 
Trump demonstration was ex- 
pected Saturday. Mr. Trump’s 
approval ratings in Democratic- 
run Hawaii, which has filed 
multiple lawsuits that blocked 
his travel ban, are among his 
lowest in the nation. 

The president’s trip comes 
amid growing tensions in the 
Pacific over nuclear threats 
from North Korea. Mr. Trump’s 
agenda for his stop in Hawaii in- 
cludes a meeting with gover- 
nors from five U.S. states and 
territories that are among those 
most vulnerable to attack from 
the rogue nation. 

Mr. Trump’s Friday schedule 
included face time with gover- 
nors of Hawaii, Alaska, Guam, 
American Samoa and the 
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‘I cut, you pick’ — it works for 
drawing legislative districts, too 


By Chris Potter 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


It’s no secret that elected offi- 
cials can act like spoiled children, 
not the least when it comes to di- 
viding their state into districts. 

Now a team of Carnegie Mellon 
University researchers is applying 
a childhood principle — one kid 
splits the candy bar while the other 
picks a piece — to a proposal for re- 
drawing district boundaries. 


The approach requires one 
party to divide the state into dis- 
tricts, each with the same number 
of voters. The other party would se- 
lect one district to “freeze,” so no 
further changes could be made to 
it, and re-map the remaining dis- 
tricts as it likes. The first party 
then selects a new district to freeze 
in turn. The parties would take 
turns keeping some boundaries 


SEE DISTRICTS, PAGE A-5 


By Scott Mervis 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Zach Schmidt is about to have 
his most interesting Christmas 
ever. 

The singer-songwriter from 
Baldwin Borough, now based in 
Nashville, has recorded a new 
country-folk Christmas song set 
in Pittsburgh, called “I’m Drunk 
Again This Christmas,” which he 
expected would fly safely under 


ON THE WEB 


e To hear the song, visit post-ga- 
zette.com 


the radar. It even ends with the 
line, “I hope my family never 
hears this song.” 

Why? It’s a devastating song 
about having to get drunk — in 
this case with an ungodly mix of 
wine, eggnog and whiskey — in 
order to deal with your family. 


Pittsburgh singer's ‘drunk Christmas song’ 


leaves him with some explamning to do 


Well, so much for under the ra- 
dar. 

On Wednesday, it turned up on 
the Rolling Stone Country website 
with the banner headline: “Hear 
Songwriter Zach Schmidt's Evis- 
cerating ‘Drunk Again This 
Christmas.’” 

“The line stands. I did hope that 
no one would hear it,” he says, 
“and I’ve already had two aunts 
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